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For a Correspondent.—We have re- 
ceived aletter signed *“lHEosEBES.” 
An answer to it may be given in 
a few words. A clergyman’s du- 
tics may be understood, it is presu- 
med, by acareftd perusal of the of- 
fice of ordination, and if he faith- 
fully perform all that, when he was 
ordained, he vowed to perform, he 
may well be excused, though he 
omit to do more. «*Who is sullicient 
for these things,” all of them may 
say. Of, conse, none of them have 
a rightsfo'say, they are more than 
suflicient-for these*things. We are 
accustomed -to the confession, ‘we 
have left undone those things which 
we ought to have done,” and it  fol- 
lows, (perhaps we might here insert 
the word because,) «*we have done 
those things which we ought not 
to have done.” 

It is not generally supposed, that 
a clergyman, more than any other 
christian, has a right to do ««what- 
ever seemeth right in bis own 
eyes.” If he had, some are appre- 
hensive that the church would soon 
become ‘confusion worse confound. 
ed,” that oursmall contingent of pres- 
byters and deacons, would be much 


or quasi bishops, would speedily 
spring up among us ¢*thick as black- 
berries. 
It is well understood to be the duty 
of clergymen to. “strive,” but then 
it seems to be supposed that they are 
to strive lawfully, in the right way, 
and in their right places. And the 
duties of a parish priest, are very 
much within the limits of his own 
parish. It is however, the misfor- 
tune of some men, to take more de- 
light in doing acts of generosity, than 
acts of duty, and to believe that they 
have a right to invade the province 
of others, merely because they sup- 
pose themselves to be every way 
competent to do the business of 
others, and better too, than they 
themselves can do it. # 
Those who would claim the right 
spoken of by our correspondent, 
ought to be prepared to show whence 
they derive it. If neither from God 
nor man, then they must be claiming 
a right to do wrong. It is true, that 
aman while doing wrong may in- 
tend, or think he intends, well, and 
this supposed goodness of intent is 
very apt to mislead him into a belief, 
that his opinions are correct, ‘There 
lived, we do not just now remember 
in what year, two distinguished re- 
formers, their names Jack Cade 
and Wat Tyler, who, in charity, we 
would suppose, intended well, be- 
cause they intended to do a great 
deal of good. Many of those who 








fhave followed them, whether clergy- 
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84 The Duties of Vestrymen. 


It is important that both vestry- 
men, and parishioners, should know 
what a blessing it is to have a mi- 
nister, ready at all times to dis- 
charge the momentous duties, to 
which they have devoted themselves. 
We have already, with a view to tn- 
truct them, commenced the republi- 
cation of a discourse by Bishop 
Wilson. Let it be read with atten- 
tion. 

Surely if those, for whom God 
hus, of his infinite mercy, provided a 
minister, were sensible of the bles- 
sing bestowed upon them, they could 
not for a moment doubt the obliga- 
tions they are under to provide, and 
liberally too, for the support of him- 
self and family. And yet, itisa 
lamentable truth, that so liberal a 


° _e . ’ . 
provision is not made for any of our 


ministers, as ought to be, or as the 
parishioners could very well afford 
to make for them, Let us net be 
told that the clergy must not cesire 
to be rich. No such desire certainly 
could have induced them to enter 
into the ministry. But still they 
have the same wants that others have 
a right to indulge, and are under 
the same obligations that others are, 
to provide for their families, and 
may be allowed to feel, as weil as 
others, anxious, that when called 
away from this state of trial, their 
widows and their orphans may be 
not left destitute. 

Yet some, because they are not 
rich, will excuse themselves from 
giving any thing, 
written «if thou hast little, do thy 
diligence gladly to give of that 
little;’? while others, though rich and 
able to contribute liberally, are as 
little disposed to appropriate their 
money in this way. But if God, 
is he surely does, requires it of us; 
if all we have be his, is it not a 
crime to refuse of what we have. 
and accordingly to what we have, 


although it is, 










































to the support of religion, and ty 
ministry; and if moreover, God cay 
at arly moment take away from yf 
the things of which we do not makg 
aright use, surely every consider. 
ation of duty, as well as interest,— 
would urge us to think more serj.— 
ously on this subject, and to givel 
more liberally than we are wont ty 
do. We ask, if upon a death-bed, 
and with the feelings of such ap@n 
moment, it would not be an agon- it 
izing thought, that we had spent, inp ao 
one single night's banqueting, morey 3" 
than we had ever given, in any 
wisole year of our lives, to the sup) 
port of God’s church, God’s religion)” 
and God’s ministers? ' 

In place, however, of trusting) 
ourselves further with this subject 
we will give the remarks of a mosf7 
learned, and pious man. 3 

‘Itis a monstrous iniquity to def _ 
fraud them of their right, merelyy 
because they are clergymen, andp) 
cannot contest that right, as others} 
might do, for fear of destroying: 
their own usefulness, and thereby 
defeating the end of their appoint: 
men. 

“This is aspecies of robbery 0 
the worst kind—a robbing of Golf 
in the persons of his servants: For 
his servants your ministers are; and 
he has appointed them their wageh 
—the necessaries and decencies 
lite. Hehas made yow their pay-E 4 
masters, and he expects, not justice . 
only, but liberality from you. = It is 
a tribute he exacts in acknowledg: 
ment of his sovereignty, and of the 
many blessings of “providence and 
grace Which “he confers on youl 
——The law of man, as well a 
of God, requires that you clothe 
and feed your servants, in consider: 
ation of their bodily labour, Under 
the Old Testament, God extended 
his care even to brute animals— 
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‘sthou shalt not muzzle the ox, whet 
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| ourPihe treadeth out the corn’”—(Deut. 





d cay fxxv. 4.) *thou shalt not tie up his 
NM uspmmouth while, with his feet, he is 
makefmthreshing out that corn for thy use 
siden which his labour has raised; but 
erest,eashalt permit him to take freely “of it, 
serif @while so employed.’ Quoting this 


















text, (1. Cor. 1x.) St. Paul asks— 
«Doth God take care of oxen; or 
saith he it”—did he give that com 
mand, ‘altogether for our sakes”— 
for the sake of his ministers? for 
our sakes, no doubt, this is written: 
That he that plougheth, should 
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anf aplough in hope; and that he that 
sup) @thresheth in hope, should be parta- 
Sion) Bker of his hope—(Ver. 10.) “That 


as he who plougheth and soweth, 
hopes to reap and enjoy the fruits of 
his labour, so he who laboureth in 
the gospe] should have his just hope 
fulfilled, and live by the gospel.’ 
That this is the drift of St. Paul’s 
argument appears from the next 
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“B verse—“lf we have sown unte you 
thers} @ Spiritual thirgs, is it a great thing, if 
yingy@ We should reap your carnal things.” | 
reby “The manners of different ages 


On Scepticism. 
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all grace abound towards you”— 
(Ver. 8.) God will be very gracious 
to you—*That ye always having 
all sufficiency in all thing S, may 
abound to every good work.” Did 
you ever Know liberality of this 
kind bring poverty in its train? If 
aman give freely and succeed in 
his affairs, how know you whether 
his success be not the blessing of 
God on his liberaiity? Or if he 
give grudgingly and meet with dis- 
asters, may they not be the frowns of 
providence on bis stingy disposition? 
«Besides, the support of the cler- 


gy is an act of justice: it is the 
hire of their Jabour, and you can- 
not honestly withhold it. Yet God 


will consider and reward it, as mere 
bounty and Hberality—-for he is 


not unrighteous, to forget your 
work and labour of love, which 


love ye have shewed toward his 
name, in that ye have ministered to 
the saints, and do minister.—— 
(Heb. vi. 10.)” 

We would only further observe, 
that we consider it among the duties 





and countries will be various: the 
ability and conveniency of the people 
ought to be regarded, and that mode 
adopted which is best ac commodated 
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ry off 
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Fo é to their situation. Only «let him, 
sani that is taught in the word, minister 
agefm unto him that teacheth, in all good 
S oF po. iar: of all his good things. 


pay- 
sticel 


(Gal. vi. 6.) Let the clergy and 
their families be decently supported; 


It if and the people have a right to con- 
edg-f/m™ Sult their own conveniency with re- 
the «gard to the mode, and their ability 


and with respect to the quantity. Al- 


yo.Mm ways remembering, that--«¢He which 
| afm soweth sparingly, shall reap also 
othe sparingly, and he which soweth 
der- bountifully, shall reap also bounti- 
nder fully.”?°— (2 Corinthians, 1x. 6.) 
idedfi/™ Nor be anxiously apprehensive. that 
Is— your liberality will bring you to 


phen Fi poverty—tor, God is able to make 


of the vestry, and we would add 
clergy, too (altho’ they think them- 
selves restrained by delicacy, to im- 
press the parishioners, with the ob- 
ligations that all areunder, to «con- 
tribute according to that he hath,” 
and «snot grudgingly,” to the minis- 
ter; not to suppose that in so doing, 
they bestow a favour, which they 
have a right to deny; and to bear 
itever in mind, that money thus 
bestowed, is given tothe Lord, and «a 
cheerful giver” may gather ‘6a good 
reward inthe day of necessity.” 





Renuell on Scepticism 
No. 2. 

The indulgence of licentious habits, 
one moral cause for the indulgence 
of sceptical principles. 

Religion would not have so many 
enemies to contend with in the world, 








86 On Scepircism. 


if it did not place so severe a con-! 
straint upon the passions and pro- 
pensities of mankind. Indeed, we 
shall generaily find, that in those 
countries Where christianity is pro- 
fessed in its greatest purity, its ene 
mies are the most rancorous and 
malignant. 

Although it has been often at- 
tempted, and sometimes with too 
much success, to reconcile the prac- 
tice of licentiousness with the hopes 
of the gospel, yet in a rational, and 
an honest mind, the union of these 
two opposite principles never can be 
permanently effected. In the chris- 
tian dispensation indeed, faith and 
morals are so anxiously united, and 
the sanctions of future rewards and 
punishments are so interwoven with 
the whole system, that no ordinary 
sophistry can dissolve the connec- 
tion. ‘To the man, who In his early 
years is abandoning himself more 
and more to the gratification of his 
passions, and to the neglect of duty, 
iwo lines of conduct present them- 
selves: Gn the one side, hypocrisy 
would tempt him to throw the veil 
of sanctity over his vices; on the 
other. infidelity would teach him to 
question the principles, upon which 
these vices stand condemned. A 


young mind is generaily an honest |: 


mind. ‘The suggestions of the first 
are rejected with the scorn which 
they deserve; while the last is gra- 
dually admitted as an inmate anda 
casuist to the soul. Though the 
yoke of christianity is “easy and its 
burthen is light,”? a yoke and a bur- 
then it is still, to him especially who 
has already placed himself under the 
dominién of another and an opposite 
master. To worship that God, a- 


gainst whose commands he lives in 
daily rebeilion, is a fraud upon him- 
self, and an insult upon the Aimighty. 
To read and study a gospel, every: 
page of which, while it inculc ates | 


|purity under the liveliest hopes, con- 
idemns iniquity under the severest 
penalties, is indeed an irritating, an 
impossible task. Prayer then is 
forgotten, and the scriptures are 
abandoned, and the two great ave- 
nues of religion being thus closed on 
the mind, it gradually loses sight 
of all those hopes and fears which 
had formerly an influence upon its 
determination. 

Still, however, though it would not 
remember, it cannot forget. ‘The 
sanctions of the gospel, by long ne- 
glect, are diminished; but enough 
will yet remain to irritate, though not 
to reform. At this period of the dis- 
ease, the mind begins to invalidate 
at once the authority of the sanction, 
and the reason of the command, It 
has long since rejected the substance 
of christianity, and is now content- 
ed to grapple with its shadow. If 
then, in a course of profligacy and 
vice, the cavils of infidelity are pre- 
sented even in their most contempti- 
ble form, it cannot be wondered that 
the man should fall a ready victim 
to the assault. Jt is probable that the 
proofs, it is certain that the precepts 
of the gospel are forgotien. Plausible 
objections are raised to which his in- 
clination will permit him neither to 
seek uor to desire an answer. 





That men question the doctrines 
of christianity, because they dislike 
ithe practice, will appear in a still 
stronger point of view, if we consi- 
der the tendency of that scepticism 
ito which they betake themselves, 
‘Were they to resort to a system ap- 
parently more pure than the gospel 
presents. they might shelter them- 
selvus at least unde ‘an Impartial re- 
jection. But itis not so much to any 
particular dispensation, as to the gee 
neral notions of a moral governor, 
and of future rewards and punish- 
ments, that they entertain so rooted 
an antipathy. ‘To future rewards 
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Extraci. 87 


ollowi tract be read with much profit by 
indeed, taken by themselves, they The following extract, may be read wi rofi 


those who can _ to be any agendas < ep te 
: : 5 ° Pe rPpe ‘ho suppose, that pleasure may be found while their 
seldom raise an apa one at duties to Goi, and — — on tineea } ele ws oe 
‘| i iminis ” > t entirely forgotten, but postponed from ume to 
aim 1S to diminish the terror o ene siuee till “a more convemient season.” 

future punishments, which are so 


closely connected with them. Scep «THERE were some, whose crime 


ticism is most indulgent to the pas-|it was rather to neglect reason, than 
sions, and this indulgence is the uni-|to disobey her; and who retreated 
form end and determination of all its| from the heat and tumult of the 
objections, and all its principles.| way, not to the bowers of intempe- 
Whether it be liberty, or whether it| rance, but to the maze of indolence. 
be necessity, which it would incul- They had this peculiarity in their 
cate, all responsibility for action is\condition, that they were always in 
to be abolished. Men will reason} sight of the road, always wishing to 
themselves out of a belief of a su- return, and always resolving to re- 
perintending providence—and why?| turn to-morrow. In these was most 
They choose not a being to be about) eminently conspicuous, the subtlety 
their path, and about their bed, and|of habit, who hung imperceptible 
to spy out All their ways. They wil/| shackles upon them, and was every 
resolve God into fate, the world int0)| moment leading them further from 
God—that his Almighty nature may ithe road, which they always tma- 
be disarmed of his retributive justice.| gined they had the power of reach- 
‘They will make the soul a com-|ing. They wandered on from one 
ponent part of this frail and cor-'double of the labyrinth to another, 


ruptible frame—that it may perish, wiih the chains of habit hanging 


with the organ and instrument of ils secretly uoon them, till as they ad- 
lusts. ivauced, the flowers grew pale, and 

But here it may be objected, as an the scents fainter. They procceded 
uncandid statement of the case, thatjin their dreary march, without plea- 
all sceptics in principle, are there-jsure in their progress, yet Without 
fore profligates in conduct. In the|power to return, and had this ag- 
first place it is to be observed, that|gravation above all others, that the 
licentious indulgence, though by farjwere criminal, but not delighted. 
the most common, is not the only|The drunkard for a time laughed 
source of infidelity; there are others|over his wine; the ambitious man 
which as we shall see hereatter, are | triumphed in the miscarriage of his 
fully suflicient to account for the very | rival; but the captives of indolence 
few whose morals are coldly correct, | had neither superiority nor merriment. 
and whose lives have not been dis-| Discontent lowered in their looks, 
graced by any notorious crime. but.|and sadness hovered round their 
secondly, we are to consider, noi|shades; yet they crawled on reluctant 
what the morals of the sceptic are|and gloomy, till they arrived at the 
now, When external circumstances\depth of the recess, varied onl 
may have removed the temptation, or| with poppies and night shade, where 
counterbalanced the pleasures of vice;\the dominion of indolence terminat- 
but what they were, when his hosti-\ed, and the hopeless wanderer is de- 
lity to religious principles first began. |\livered up to melancholy; the chains 
In two many instances we shalljof habit are rivetted forever, and, 
find, that the effect continues. long! melancholy having tortured her pri- 
after the original. cause has ceased | soner for a time, consigns him at last 
to act. | to ‘he cruelty of despair.” 
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“Then,” says the christian philo- 
sopher, ‘let us arise and go hence; 
let us leave the shocking scene; let 
us never forget, that the christian 
life is a state of activ ity, that we 
are to strive to run.” 


ee 


I have some where, says Bishop 
Horne, read of one who, having 
strong religious Impressions, and 
JSeeling terrible apprehensions, whene- 
ver the ideas of death and judgment 
presented themselves, contrived to 
habituate his mind to the contem- 
piation of them, so as to render them 
ever after, not only easy but agreea- 
ble. His custom was, to consider 
each evening as the close of life; 
the darkness of the night. as the 
time of death; and his bed as his 
grave. He composed himself for 
the one, therefore, as ke would have 
done for the other. On retiring to 
rest, he fell on his knees, confessed 


and entreated pardon for the trans-| 


gressions of the day; renewed his 
faith in the mercy of God through 
Christ; expressed, in a prayer “of 
interc¥ssion, his charity towards all 
mankind, and then committed his 
soul into the hands of his Creator 
and Redeemer, as one who was to 
awake no more in this world. His 
sleep after this was perfectly sweet; 
the days added to his life were esti- 
mated as clear gain, and when the 
last came, it ended with as much 
tranquility as all that had preceded. 
I would wish to recommend this ex- 
ample to your imitation. The 
practice will cost you some pains 
and trouble perhaps, for a_ little 
while, but you will never have cause 
to repent that you bestowed them. 


Prayer Book and Tract Societies. 
Ir has been several times recom- 
mended to our clergy and laity, by 


respective parishes, Praycr Book 
and Tract Societies. Very little 
attention has been paid to this re- 
commendation, and it is matter of 
reproach to the clergy, as well as 
lay members of the church of Mary- 
land, that in the establishment of 
societies for distribution among the 
poor, of religious instruction, less 
has been done in Maryland than 
any other diocess. Even the Ohio 
diocess, which has been so recently 
formed, has already done more in 
this respect, in the short space of 
two years. Is it deemed expedient 
to deiay attention to this recom- 
mendation any longer? We must 
be allowed to say, that the larger 
portion of censure, in our judg- 
ment, ought to fall upon the clergy. 
itis true, they may say, it is in 
vain to make the effort; that the 
laity are too Juke-warm and indif- 
ferent, to take any interest in works 
of this description. Now, we must 
take leave to tell tliese who talk 
thus, in vindication of themselves, 
that they most egregiously err; that 
it is their duty to make and to re- 
peat, until they have succeeded, the 
effort which they too readily assure 
themselves cannot be made with 
success. Iu many places it has not 
succeeded, because it has not been 
attempted by the clergy. who sure- 
ly, in every thing of this nature, 
ought to lead, and not to follow, the 
congregation. Does nota clergy- 
man, Who has done nothing to in- 
struct his parishioners in the utility 
of such societies, and has not from 
time to time urged them to contri- 
bute according to their ability to 
the establishment of them, act a 
very unchristian-like part in thus 
condemning those who have not been 
tried? 

To give to the members of such 
societies, which have been or may 
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what reasonable terms the prayer| faith, it is well known. It is true 
book may be procured, we insert|indeed, as we are told, an attempt 
in this number the advertisement of| is made sometimes by her misjudg- 
Mr. Robinson. ing friends, sometimes by her avow- 
— ed opponents, to fix upon the church 
Wood on the Liturgy.—This form] an opposite opinion, and it is with 
of sound words may be considered great tr uth added, that this «she is 
as an epitome of the christian reli-| anxious to disclaim.’’ We shall 
gion, and as a standard of pastoral) probably have occasion hereafter to 
instruction, It contains a general | speak of the calvinism of the church, 
summary of what a christian ought) and may give an account of its 
to know, believe and practice to his origin, and doings. We have no 
soul’s health. The liturgy, not only | room for it at present. 
is presented to us as aform of pray-| We are next told, that the church 
er, but it is at the same time a stand-! has established it as a fixed principle, 
ing christian sermon, delivered every | that forms of prayer are to be pre- 
returning sabbath, diffusing an at-| ferred and be employed by her chil- 
mosphere of religious knowledge|dren in their social worship; and 
throughout the country, establishing) many excellent reasons are sug- 
a pure and unsophisticated standard | gested for this preference; but to 
of evangelical truth, so combined,| members of the church no reasons 
that no man can duly attend to the | ought to be necessary to prove, that 
service, and remain ignorant of the\to our forms we should invariably 


nature of the gospel. ladhere. «We as members of the 
— Protestant Episcopal Church, owe 

Wyatt’s Sermon.——Tite author} to her judgment and piety a respect- 
having shown the grounds upon!fus regard.” ‘he prayer book is 
which the church maintains the ne-| not a hasty composition. It is the 
cessity of Episcopal ordination, ob-| fruit of the purest piety of many 
serves, that «the great doctrine of)/ages. Many generations and peo- 
the redemption of fallen man, thro’ ple have scrutinized its doctrines, 
the atoning blood of the eternal son. have chastened and simplified its 
of God, is esteemed by the great! language, have kindled with the 
mass of the christian world, to be| fervour o! its devotions, have been 
the vital substance of christianity, strengthened and comforted in their 
but with regard to the extent and ! heavenward pilgrimage, by the faith- 
efficacy of this atonement, chris-| ful and persevering use of it. «A 
tians are openly divided.”? He, of small or precarious advantage should 
course, deems it necessary to state; not prevail upon churchmen to lay 
what is the doctrine of the church] it aside.” Venture not to trifte 
upon this point, and then refers to} with your God. Wenture not to 
the scripture to prove, that although | approach him with vain repetitions 
in this article the church differs and unprepared lips. Venture not 
with some other denominations of} upon a mode of conducting such as- 
christians, if notwithstanding agrees | sociations, which, though piously 
with the scriptures, unless indeed, | intended, and often no doubt profi- 
call” and severy” and “the whole|tably employed, are extremely liable 
world” mean only a part. to abuse, which have often degene- 
That these are not the doctrines! rated into fanaticism, which hove 
of the Westminster confession of| often excited the unrighteovs am- 
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bition of exhibiting ostentatiously 
gifts of utterance, and of striving to 
ascertain who can make the best 
prayer. And indeed, it is some- 
what extraordinary, that any mem- 
ber of the church, praying in pub- 
lic, should venture to offer up any 
other prayers, than those appointed 
to be used. Many reasons might 
be urged why this should never be 
done by Episcopalians. If the 
church had only provided those 
prayers, and permitted the use of 
them, all ought to use the best; and 
what is to be thought of that man 
who could prevail upon himsclf to 
believe that his own prayers, (1 
will not enquire whether they be his 
own in reality,) are preferablein any 
respect to those provided by the 
wisdom of his church. He must 
indeed be a man of rare gifts. 

The author having expressed him- 
self at some length upon the supe- 
tior advantages of a form of wor 
ship to extempore prayers in church, 
and spoken of the excellence of our 
church prayers, next expresses his 
disapprobation of the conduct of 
any female who in public would ut- 
ter her ojvn extempore effusions. 
Saint Paul being so explicit upon 
this point, one would suppose that 
no person, professing to believe that 
what St. Paul says is the truth, 
would venture to disobey him. «Let 
us, says our author, be constant in 


the spirit, and often, very often in 


the exercise of prayer. But let us 
not be fond of our own inventions. 
Let us keep close to the appoint- 
ments of God. Let us venerate the 
authority, the wisdom and piety of 
that church, to which it is our hap- 
piness to belong, not imagining that 
we can devise any thing more con- 
ducive to sanctification and salva- 
tion, than she, in the experience of 
so many ages, has seen fit to re- 
commend.” 





Sermoi. 


These, the essential points where 
in our church differs with other 
christians, being observed upon by 
our author, he takes occasion after- 
wards, to caution his hearers against 
the notion, that the inestimable pri- 
vileges which they enjoy will autho- 
rise them to be less vigilant, less 
active, or persevering, in the dis- 
charge of their religious duties. 
With a short passage more, we 
shall conclude our remarks upon 
a discourse, which so well deserves 
commendation. 

‘ET need not employ arguments to 
enforce a truth, which pervades the 
christian system, that “faith without 
works is dead, being alone’’—that the 
best means of grace will prove un- 
availing to your salvation, unless 
they have imparted to you a trans- 
formation of character, a renewing 
of the principles and affections of 
the heart—that whatever may be the 
orthodoxy of your opinions—the 
name of professor or believer—a 
gospel merely received into the me- 
mory, and approved by the under- 
standing, will not justify the sinner, 
and reconcile him to God. This 
temple, that gospel, that lover of re- 
generation, yonder altar, our minis- 
try, the graces of God’s holy spirit, 
only aggravate the condemnation of 
those, Who use them without experi- 
encing their sanctifying efficacy. 
But neither can you remain volun- 
tarily stranger's to the faith of christ, 
and the ordinances of his church, 
without incurring a tremendous guilt. 
To be Janguishixg for spiritual sus- 
tenance, when the manna of life lies 
scattered around you, to be unsanc- 
tified on God’s holy hill;—to be 
perishing at the foot of the cross— 
oh! it were to blaspheme that holy 
name and profession, whereby you 
are called to do despite unto the spi- 
rit of grace! Avoiding then both ex- 
tremes—that of undervaluing a true 
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faith, and that of relying on a dead 
faith—receive and venerate and che- 
rish, the whole gospel, as a revela- 
tion of God. Whatever may be the 
reproach cast upon its humbling and 
mysterious doctrines in the world, 
be not ashamed of them. If you 
would blush, let a sense of unworthi- 
ness crimson your cheeks. If you 
are ashamed, let it be that you are 
but dust and ashes, to contemplate, 
to serve and praise so great a God. 
If you are ashamed, Ict it be that a 
few days must close your short, and 
darkeling pilgrimage, and return 
you to the bosom of the earth. But. 
of Christ, who died for you, and of 
his words be not ashamed ‘and 
when he cometh in the glory of his 
father, with the holy angels,”? when 
your trembling soul shall have no 
other succour, no other refuge— 
Christ will not be ashamed of you.” 


Bishop Wilson, on the Blessings of a 
Standing Ministry. 


(Continued: from page 21.) 
If godly discipline werea estored 


and countenanced; if none were ad- 
mitted into holy orders, but such as 
are qualified and likely to be an ho- 
nour to God and to religion; if men 
would not take upon them to convert 
others, until they themselves are con- 
verted; if men would undertake the 
holy calling out of true love for God 
and for the souls of men; if such as 
have taken the cure of souls would, 
with faithful diligence, preach the 
word, visit the sick, prepare dying 
person: for the account they are going 
to give; if their sermons were ‘plain 
and practical, and always aimed at 
the necessities and the salvation of 
those that hear them; if they would 
always administer the Sacraments 
with great devotion, doing holy 
things after an holy manner; and 
every morning and evening, as they: 


are enjoined, offer the sacrifice of 


power as well as the form of 
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prayers and thanksgiving for their 
whole flock, that God may bless 
them and their labours, and deliver 
them from evil. In, short, if they 
would endeavour to preserve the 
god- 
liness; and take care that the minis- 
try be not blamed through any li- 
berties they take; this, I say, would 
contribute very much towards the 
convincing all well-disposed Chris- 
tians, that @ standing ministry is one 
of the greatest of blessings 

But after all, the personal failings 
of ministers do not make void the 
commission which they have received 
from God, to bless his people in his 
name. We know that Judas himself 
was sent by Christ with a commission 
to preach the gospel; and we have no 
reason to doubt bat that he did it 
with effect. We know that a civil 
magistrate is to be obeyed and ho- 
noured, because he has authority 
from above, let him be never so ir- 
regular in his private life. tis the 
commission, the power, the business 
he is sent about, and the authority 
which sends him, which we are to 
consider, and not the failings of the 
man, 

And, a no man in his senses 
would despise a pardon for his life, 

cause he does not like the messen- 
rer that brings it; even thus absurd 
is it, to overlook and despise the word 
of peace, the sacraments of recon- 
ciliation, the prayers, the blessings, 
of a priest, an ambassador of the 
most high God, because he is poor, 
or not very learned, or because he 
has failings like other men, 

Be assured of it, therefore, good 
Christians, if you, on your part, do 
not hinder God’s graces and bles- 
sings from falling upon you, God 
will vouchsafe them to you, upon 
the prayers of his ministers, When 
you go into an house, saith our Lord 





to his apostles, salute it; thatis, beg 
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that God’s blessing may be upon it; 
and if a son of peace be there, that is. 
any one desirous to hear the truth, 
and to do the will of God, your peace. 
that is, the peace and blessing 0: 
God, shall rest upon him; if nol, it 
shall turn to you again. Here is a 
certain effect pr = ‘d upon the bles- 
sing prayed for by God’s minister: 
as sure to the eye of fuith, as any 
thing that is visible to the bodiiy eye. 





CHAPTER ITI. 


Jl Brief Account of the Socinian 
Errors. 
(Continued from page 47 ) 
Now we have considered the na- 


ture of spiritual wickedness, and 
the disguises under which false 
teachers recommend themselves; we 
are prepared to take a view of the 
doctrines they are labouring to in- 
troduce., I call them doctrines, for 
want of a better word; but, they are 
in reality nothing more than so many 
negatives put upon the doctrines of 
the Gospel. 

You will not so readily under- 
stand what it is to deny the Chris- 
tian faith, till you have recollected, 
in the first place, what the Christian 
faith is: you will therefore give me 
Jeave to remind you of it, in as few 
words as possible. 

The cliristian is one who lives by 
faith, He knows that of himself 
he has no ability to do the will of 
God, and therefore applies for the 
assistance of that Blessed Spirit, who 
is called the Comforter, and, accor- 
ding to Christ’s promise, is to be in 
us. and abide with us forever. Lie 
knows that man is fallen into sin, 


and death, which are the works of 


the devil; and that Christ came into 
the world for no other purpose, but 
to destroy them: to purge away sin, 
and to prevail over death.—That as 
we are in a forfeited state, our re- 
demption is the work of God’s free 


grace, to which we have no claim, 
by nature. That he who effected 
this redemption, was the divine per- 
son to whom the prophet Isaiah 
spake, saying behold your God will 
come, and save you. That he ful- 
filled all the sacrifices of the law.by 
the offering of himself once for all, 
and tasting of death for every man: 
so that, in him, we have now receiv- 
ed that atonement, which the law 
described, but could not accomplish, 

Lou have here a short draught 
of christian religion, with its prin- 
cipal, or leading doctrines. The 
rainbow, when its colours are most 
spendid, is not more visible in the 
skv, than these doctrines are in the 
bible: and therefore good and wise 
men have preached, and written, 
and pleaded for them, and suffered 
for them even unto death, in almost 
every age, and every kingdom of the 


worlds and we shall at last see them 
crowned, in heaven, for a faithful 


adherence to them. 
vou then of an author, who, being 
wiser than his neighbours, offers 
himself to you as a lover of the gos- 
pel, deeply concerned for its hoaour, 
and denies them every one; who in- 
structs us, in other words, that hu- 
man reason is to furnish a man with 
all his religious notions, and that 
the scripture is to give them coun- 
tenance; that man has power enough 
of himself to do the will of God; 
that he is not born in sins that our 
redeemer is no redeemer, but a good 
moral example; that he is not God, 
and thot he hath made no atonement 
for our sins. 

I desire to know how the wit of 
man, When it has got this new reli- 
gion, Can put it in‘io acreed? You 
cannot begin in the common form, 
I believe, fc. you must say, “I do 
not believe—that any thing more 
than the religion of human reason 
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tianity; Ihave no need of faith; I 


want not the grace of God; I need 
not be ca''ed. nor elected, by the di- 
vine favour; I do not own Jesus 
Christ for my God; neither do I de- 
sire him to pay any price for my 
redemption.” ‘This negative confes 
sion, fitter surely for a necromancer 
than a professor of christianity, Is 
the favourite object, for the interests 
of which, a clamorous party assem- 
bled, contributed, petitioned, and 
blotted tons of paper. 


[To be continued.] 





For the Repository. 
On Saying Grace. 

I AM one of those, who sincerely 
Jament that the pious practice of say- 
ing grace has fallen into so general 
disuse. Gratitude was always, in 
my view, a symptom of the preva- 
lence of religious principles and veli- 
gious affections. And when we are 
about tu enjoy the bounties of Pro- 
vidence, to refresh and to strength- 
en our bodies, it seems to be a suit- 
able occasion for an expression of 
thanks. Whenever I have walked 
into a dining-room, and found a ta- 
bie richly loaded with a variety of 
the very best of provisions, I have 
harély thought it possible fora reli 
gsiovs mind not to feel an immediate 
emotion of gratitude. And I have 
been always delighted, when the 
company made a solemn pause till a 
blessing was invoked. 

Some time ago, [ was invited to 


dine with a considerable number of 


gentlemen of the highest respecta- 
bility, and one of them was a cler- 
gyman, when dinner was announced 
and we all walked in. The gentleman 
of the house, requested his guests to 
draw round the table, that Mr. 
might say grace. The clergyman 





made a pause, and in a simple, but 
most solemn manner, uttered a short 
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address to God. When dinner was 
ended, and the cloth removed, the 
clergyman was requested to return 
thanks. ‘Uhe company all rose, and 
the clergyman in a most dignified 
manner uttered an expression of 
thanks. All this was delightful to 
me. I was equally pleased with the 
thing itself and the manner of per- 
forming it. 

I have, however, been sometimes 
distressed to see a clergyman bend- 
ing himself over a table, and mut- 


tering a few words, which no body 


could Lear, or shuttiig his eyes and 
offering up ashert prayer. Indeed, 
nothing is more painful to me, than 
to see any acts of devotion perform- 
ed with the eyes closed. [t seems 
to characterize the act with some- 
thing Ike blind stupidity. Whereas 
ardent and interested devotion, is 
always accompanied by correspond- 
ing expressions of the countenance. 
D. 


For the Repository. 

I WAVE already transmitted for 
the Repository some account of the 
schism which took place in the church 
of Philadelphia, years before the 
revolution, Let me now give some 
parts of the schismatic clergy man’s 
letter to the archbishop of Canter- 
bury, and the correspondence, in 
consequence of it, which took place 
between the archbishop and the 
clergy of Philadelphia. The rev- 
erend Mr. Macclanechan’s letter, as 
may well be supposed, was filled 
with self-praise, and complained of 
the cruelties and persecutions, and 
ill-will and want of religion, of 
those who were not of his party. 
+] am dismissed from this church, 
and the doors are shut against me, 
for preaching the doctrines of the 
gospel, the faith of our holy church.” 
Ought I tamely and cowardly to 
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submit to the despotic act of this 
superannuated ruler, with a majority 
of the vestry, many of them being 
as much prejudiced against the arti- 
cles of our church, as they are against 
the preacher of them? 

i¥e have in our church the 
form, but little of the power of 
Godliness. Is it not a pity that 
such novices should be sent to in- 
struct poor sinners, who instead of 
endeavouring to convince them of 
their ruined state by nature and 
practice, preach up the dignity and 
purity of natures instead of show- 
ing poor sinners the need of a Sa- 
viour, they make themselves their 
own Saviours.” Dissenters have rea- 
son to say, that instead of propa- 
gating the gospel, the church cler- 
gymen are propagating the errors 
of Arminius, and are artfully and 
industriously introducing deism. «I 
seck refuge and protection in your 
grace, from that contempt and rage 
to which I am exposed for preach- 
ing faithfully the doctrines of our 
church, &c. &c. &c.” including a 
great deal of advice to the society 


“for propagating these gospels, of 
oO ’ e 


Whose doings Mr. M. did not ap- 
prove. Having received this letter, 
the archbishop, as was before stat- 
ed, transmitted a copy of it to a 
clergyman in Philadelphia, and at 
tle same time gave to the clergy 
sume valuable advice. «f hope’? 
said Dr. Secker, his heat will induce 
those who write avainst him to be 
very cool, I hope likewise, that his 
accusations of the clergy, as nol 


preaching the doctrines of the gospel, 


will induce them not only to give 
cautions against any erroneous opt- 
nions, into which he may have fall- 


en, should be done with the utmost. 


circumspection, but much more dili- 
gently to inculcate whatever truths 
border upon his errors, and whatever 
articles he charges them with de- 
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nying or slighting. The oftener 
= > : 


we dwell on the fallen condition of ~7 


man, on the efficacy of faith, and 
the necessity of sanctifying grace, 
we shall the more discredit such 
imputations, and remonstrate with 
greater weight against the extremes 
into which others run. 

The affectionate advice of this 
distinguished prelate, having been 
communicated to the clergy in Con. 
vention, was received by them, in 


the manner that clergymen ought © 
always to attend to the «Godly ad- 
monitions” of those who are «plac. | 
They resolved to |7 


ed over them.” 
express their gratitude for the con- 
cern, thus manifested for them, and 
for the prosperity of the church to 
which they belonged, and to assert 
their innocence, with regard to those 
general and indiscriminate charges 


Which had been brought against [7 
them. I give a part of the letter | 


addressed by them in 1761 to the % 


archbishop. 


‘It would seem very needless for 


us, on the present occasion, to make 
any fresh confession of our faith, 
We have solemnly subscribed the 
articles of our church, We have in 
all good conscience, endeavoured to 
preach them, and can truly say, 
that we never heard a single clergy- 
man in these parts, of any persua- 
sion, charged with propagating the 
errors of Arminianism, or artfully 


introducing Deism, till this gentle- 7 
‘man came among us, and must needs 


set himself up es a Reformer, striv- 
ing to raise a character for himseli 
on the ruins of that of his brethren. 

We cannot think it necessary to 
blow the trumpet when we cannot 
see the danger, nor to distract our 
hearers, to the neglect of the weigh- 
tier matters of the law; norcan we, 
by any means, agree with Mr M. 
that there is little more than the 
form of godliness in our churches, 
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| the efficacy of faith, and the neces- 


| press home upon our hearers, with 
» peculiar fervour, and do most hum- 
' bly thank your grace for your pious 
and fatherly admonitions on_ this 
~ head.” 





| Dr. Paley on the Perceptible Operati- 


ees, 3 


> rit of God, may and does act upon 


> moving within them, Know every 


‘the time and place, the very hour 


) struggles or wrestles with them. 
» we perceive no such thing; that 


cither external, as a miracle, or in- 
) ternal as that which accompanied 


> and Apostles had, we neither can 


and that all America is in such an 
heterodox and wicked state, as he 
would insinuate. 

The fallen condition of man, and 


sity of sanctifying grace; these di- 
vine and important subjects, point- 
ed out to us by your grace, we shall 
always think ourselves bound to 





ons of the Spirit. 
As to the perceptible operation 
of the Spirif, we agree that the Spi- 


men’s minds. Some will have it 
that they can perceive the Spirit 


impulse, be sure that such and such 
thoughts are not the workings of 
their own minds, but come trom 
God. ‘They can tell, for instance, 


and minute, when they were illu- 
minated, born of God, which they 
suppose always to be instantaneous. 
Lhey know when God accepts them, 
or hears their prayers, when he 


We, on the contrary, say, that 


without some sure sign or token, 


inspiration, and which the prophets 


nor ought to pronounce with confi- 
dence, What is the acting of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, and what is not. ‘That 
at any rafe, people’s telling us their 
feelings, their impulses and commu- 
nications, without giving us any proof: 
besides their bare words, can be no 


Extracis. 








ground of assurance to us, what- | 






95 


ever evidence they may have of it 
themselves. 

That Christ did not call upon 
mankind to believe him, because he 
felt or thought himself inspired, or 
because he was conscious of com- 
munications or intercourse with God, 
but for his work’s sake, on account 
of the outward, visible, and public 
proofs which he gave, the signs and 
wonders which he wrought before 
their eyes. 

We are to pray for the assistance 
of God’s Holy Spirit, and to en- 
courage and avail ourselves of good 
resolutions and desires, when we 
feel them: we must be extremely 
afraid and cautious of counteracting 
or putting them off, lest we be found 
fighting against God, and quench- 
ing, and stifling, and grieving his 
Holy Spirit. 


ee 


Ir is imagined that 9 man may 
make wonderful discoveries, by the 
exercise of his own powers. But 
the first step in the process, has been 
sometimes unaccountably everlook-« 
ed. It has been forgatten that those 
powers must first begelicited and 
formed by cultivation; that every 
man must be taught by some one 
how to use them, or that he will dis- 
cover nothing. A truth when it has 
been proposed and explained to us, 
appears clear and evident, but sure- 
ly it follows not, that witheut infor- 
mation, we should have discovered it, 
or have once thought concerning 
it. 
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Some of the strongest and most 
pointed attacks that have been made 
on christianity, have derived their 
chief strength from the acknowledg- 
ment of the principle, that naturai 
religion is the foundation of all that 
is instituted and revealed; a princi- 
ple which as some have been pleased’ 
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to consider as the ground of their 
faith, others have been bold to hold 
forth, at least with less inconsisten- 
cy, asthe support of their infidelity. 
In proportion as reason is exalted. 
and the comprehension of the human 
mind enlarged by its proper limits, 
the importance and value of revela 

tion will be just so far depressed and 
underrated, til! at last reason be- 
comes absolutely independent. and 
self-sufficient, and will either have a 
religion entirely of its own devising, 
or none at all. Thus does the pride 
of human nature tempt men to em- 
ploy the reason which God has giv- 
en them, in direct opposition to the 
will and intention of the giver. with- 
out considering the folly and base- 
ness of such unnatural conduct, and 
into what gross absurdities it must 
infallibly lead them. 

Cuartry. be it remembered, 
the offspring not of nature but of 
grace. Let us therefore rather tell 
men what they are, and use our ut- 
most endeavours to persuade them 
to make use of the means calculated 
to make them, what they ought to 
be. ‘To imagine that the characte. 
Yistic of true christianity will be 
found among men, Ieclt to the guid- 
ance of their own fancies and pas- 
sicns in religion, is to be wise above 
what is written, is to forsake the 
paths of truth and knowledge, and 
flatter ourselves that we shall find 
comfort in those of confusion and 
error. The effectual advancement 
of christianity, and the consequent 
security of its benefits to the world. 
will ever depend upon a conformity 
tothe plan laid down by God for 
that purpose. Consequently the more 
attention is paid to the christian 
church, considered as a society. of 
divine institution, the more of true 
christian faith and charity will be 
found in the world. 








Extracis. 


SELECTED. 


Of Catechisi ng’. 


See the kind teacher, to his little train 

Of untaught boys, religious traths explain; 

Point with his hand, to fix the wand’ring 
eye, 

And every mode of explanation try. 

The feartul learners, stand with awe around, 

To catch,,and then repeat, each unknown 
sound; 


And while some little one its skill displays, 


"he wondering mother speaks her joy and 
praise, 

Hiow blest the task, how nuble is the toil! 

l‘o iil the mind’s uncultivated soil, 

Relision’s useful knowledge to impart, 

And plant the seeds of virtue in the heart, 

Let not the preacher of his powers be vain, 

W hoin fasion reckons in her brilliant train; 

Wiose manners elegant, and laste refin’d, 


And allto gain the applause of men confin’d; 


Whose tones in sweet harmonious cadence 
flow, 

To draw from beauty’s eye the tear of woe. 

Instruction should methinks, be rather drest 

[In that plain language which becomes it 
best, 

I love to see the parish priest, to youth 

Explain the principles of sacred truth, 

in clearest terms each holy precept tell, 

And teach the golden rules of living well. 

These labours best his sacred station grace, 

Which mend the conduct o! the future race. 


ww one: 


Of Baptism. 
flow can the muse that sacred rite explain, 
Design’d to cleanse from sin’s polluting 
stain, 
The intant, who the priest with fervour prays 
May dedicate to God his future days. 
You who the solemn duty undertake 
To answer here as sponsors, ne’er forsake 
Your tender charge, but with a watchful 
eye, 
A parent’s loss, a parent’s care supply. 
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Stereotype Edition of the Prayer 
Book. 


J. Ropinson, has for sale, a handsome 
(new) StereotVpe Edition of the BOOK 
OF COMMON PRAYER. Price to Socie- 
tees, for gratuctous destribution, 30 cents per 
copy, Cash—and at retail, 50 cents. Let- 
ters, with orders, will be promptly attended 
to; but.it is expected that the ¢ash accom- 
pany all orders, and the postage paid. Cor- 
ner of Market ‘and vanhlasic iis: =. Balte 
more. | 

February 1820, 
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